
  
 

 

 

 Upcoming MCC Eventsé 

¶ MCCôs first cruise-in for 2012, Saturday February 11
th
, from 2pm to 4pm.  Weôll be at 

Renaissance at Colony Park in Ridgeland, weather permitting.  Music and lots of fun!  

Contact Bill Ellenburg at 601-238-3705 or Ellenburg_bill@yahoo.com 

¶ MCCôs Cars Under the Stars, Friday and Saturday March 2/3, 2012.  Weôll be at the 

Trademart building at the Jackson Fairgrounds complex.  See the flyer on page 7 for 

more details. 

¶ MCCôs 4th
 Annual Spring Road Trip, Sat. March 17

th
, see page 8 for more details. 

 

     

Letôs welcome these new members to MCC! 

 

Jim & Sherry Pinnix                 Pelahatchie, MS              1932 Ford Pickup 

Betty Jo Johnson   Madison, MS   2003 Chevrolet Corvette 

Keith Bates    Madison, MS   1977 Chevrolet Corvette 

          1983 Ford F100 

Joe Mozola    Brandon, MS   1949 Mercury Coupe 

          2004 Chevrolet Corvette 

 

2012 MCC Board Members Confirmed 

 

Mississippi Classic Cruisers confirmed the 2012 Board of Directors at the Annual Business  

Meeting held in January.  Below is a complete list of members for 2012: 

Bill Ellenburg (President) 

Henri Fuselier (Vice-President) 

Ray Welborn (Secretary) 

Dave Boyer (Treasurer)  

Mike Martin 

Bert Craft 

Tom Phillips 

Mike Hudgins 

Sam Williford 

Paul Tankersley 

Louis Oursler 

Bob Jackman 

Canaan Manley 

Michael McElroy 

 

Mississippi Classic Cruisers would also like to say thank-you to our out-going Board members 

Kristin Berry, Gary Berry , and J.W. Hames for their dedicated service in 2011. 

 

February 2012 Newsletter! 
MCC web site: www.msclassiccruisers.com 

mailto:Ellenburg_bill@yahoo.com
http://www.msclassiccruisers.com/


New Board of Director Introduction: Henri Fuselier 

 

Henri and his wife, Brenda, live in Gluckstadt, MS.  Old cars have always been in his blood.  

His father was a founding member of the Mississippi Antique Vehicle Club back in the '60's.  

His father sold the car in the early 70's and it was over 30 years before Henri got back into the 

old car game.   He joined Mississippi Classic Cruisers the first year it started.  At that time he 

was in the process of building a 1972 Opel GT with his son as a father-son project.  Since then 

he has added a 1988 Pontiac Fiero; which he swapped the "Iron Duke" for a stroker motor he 

built.  His "new" car is a 1948 Chrysler Windsor.  One goal for his time on the board is to do 

more to get kids involved in the hobby we all enjoy so much.   

 

 
 

 

 

New Board of Director Introduction: Mike McElroy 

 

Mike has been married 25 years this Valentine's day to his wife Gerrie.  They reside in 

Madison, MS.  They have two children, son Ryan, a student at Kettering University and 

daughter Shannon, a student at Miss State.  Both will be graduating this year.  He works for 

Weeks Marine Inc., a large family owned Dredging and Marine Construction company based 

in Cranford, NJ.  His job title is Equipment Manager for the Dredging Division and he works 

out of Houma, LA.  It entails purchasing, scheduled maintenance and repairs of support 

equipment such as welding machines, air compressors and bulldozers.  Hobbies are mainly 

cars and gardening, when he takes a break from cars!  He owns a 1969 Corvette which he 

bought used his senior year at Southern Miss.  He has been a member of MCC for about 5 

years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Quick Thank-You Missed in January 

 

Dear MS Classic Cruisers Members, 

 

The Mississippi SIDS Alliance Board of Directors, Leslie and I want to express our 

deep appreciation for the generous contribution that you donated to us from the 2011 

Scarecrow Car Show event. We were also so excited to be part of the raffle again with 

you and Hope Hollow.  We want to thank you also for all your help with the raffle and 

for the donation which will purchase many much needed cribs. 

 

The donation that you have blessed us with will continue to be used to purchase cribs 

for our Mississippi families that are unable to provide a safe sleep environment for their 

babies.  When they receive a crib from us they also are given information on Safe Sleep 

environments and ways to reduce the risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.  We will 

also give a percentage of this donation and our proceeds from Shopping for SIDS to 

research to help find a cure and explanation for this devastating syndrome that affects 

so many families each year. 

 

We want to again express our gratitude to you and the Ladies of the MS Classic 

Cruisers for having chosen the Mississippi SIDS Alliance as one of your charities of 

choice for the Scarecrow Car Show.  It is hard to find the words to express our gratitude 

for your generosity and for allowing us to join your Car Show and for letting our 

Shopping of SIDS be part of your great event. 

 

Your donation is very much needed and will allow us to continue our Cribs for Kids 

program and enable us to see each day how your blessing is saving our Mississippi 

babies and helping them have their own safe place to sleep each night instead of in their 

very dangerous parentôs bed.  Many babies will see their first birthday because of your 

caring hearts. 

 

Thank you all again so much for your VERY  generous donation and for allowing us the 

chance to raise money and awareness for SIDS with you as well as being blessed by 

your friendship and you being part of our SIDS family.   

 

With Love for Our Children, 

 

Cathy Files 

Executive Director 

Mississippi SIDS Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Waiting on Wheels 

By Michael Glore, Braxton, MS 

 

A while back, a friend of mine (Mike Martin) asked me to write an article covering the events 

surrounding ordering an English car and the saga it has become.  Like most people reading 

this, I am a car nut.  Over the years and more recently after joining a few car clubs here in 

Jackson I have learned I am not alone in this affliction.  In most comparisons, I am a real 

small player.  Okay, Bob J. no comments on my height. 

 

To begin with, I have experience in ordering and then waiting on cars.  In both cases, longer 

time than promised.  So what I have learned is to get on the list as soon as possible.  The car I 

committed to purchasing is the McLaren MP4-12C.  Rumors that McLaren was working on a 

street car were first noticed in 2009.  McLaren isnôt exactly 

front and center of well known or little known 

manufacturers.  That is unless you follow International 

Formula One; which, in all honesty even I stopped 

watching.  In the past, McLaren has only produced two 

cars.  The F1 was produced from 1992-1998 and a total of 

106 cars were produced.  At that time, it was the worldôs 

fastest road car with a top speed of 231 mph.   

 

Their second road car was a joint development with Mercedes-Benz called the Mercedes-Benz 

SLR McLaren.  McLaren produced a little over 1,100 in a few different variations from 2004-

2010.  Both of these cars carried many technical highlights; however, central to both of them 

was their carbon structure. 

 

McLaren was the first manufacturer to use carbon fiber in their race cars and continued its use 

in their road cars.  I had a chance to study an F1 McLaren road car in Kenner, LA at a friendôs 

shop.  At that time, the car was 14 years old and the only thing that gave its age away was the 

tall aspect ratio tires.  I was offered the chance to sit in the car, but I did not try it.  The F1 

features central seating, 3 seats across and I canôt see how I could crawl over the outboard seat 

gracefully.  Anyway, I was blown away by its shape.  The fit and finish was excellent and the 

sublime shape something to see.  Later, I learned it took 4,000 man hours to produce the 

carbon fiber monocoque chassis.  I understood what the carôs capabilities were although 

standing next to it the shape did not shout at you.  It had a supple shape most like Hondaôs 

NSX.  Nothing mean looking about it.   

 

I bookmarked the forums and all sites I could find and finally in January 2010, the McLaren 

website had a place to register your interest intent or commitment 

to buy.  I committed to purchase and instantly they (computer 

generated) fired back a questionnaire.  They questioned year of 

birth, car magazines I subscribe to and cars owned or previously 

owned.  Now I figured things are getting serious.  My age (64 at 

that time) shouldnôt be a problem, car magazines I should be okay 

there also.  The biggie was I didnôt want to mention multiple 



questionable cars I have and used to have.  If your readers want to get a laugh, look up 

Berkeley cars (British circa 1951-1960).  I had the 

much more popular 4 wheel model.  Also an Austin 

Mini Moke; this one I keep hidden in Braxton.   So I 

kept the car list short to a couple of Lotusôs and a 

Jaguar and peppered the magazine subscriptions with a 

couple of euro car magazines. 

 

I continued to read everything I could find on the 12C and finally the factory announced the 

first public showing of the car was to be in England at the Goodwood Festival of Speed early 

July 2010.  With very little planning, I got my wife to book flights and hotels to make it to the 

show.  This car event was evened out with a side trip to Paris for my wife. 

 

About the Goodwood Festival of Speedé..I could write a book, but I will only talk about the 

car.  We found the McLaren display within a short time after arrival.  On their stand was the 

car complete, a naked chassis, and the LeMans winning F1 car.  And one hell of a lot of 

people!  Most of which had cameras on sticks to peer over into roped off cars.  At this time 

not much was known about the car ï price ï performance ï dealers ï deliveries.  Just a 

beautiful car and bare chassis.  Maybe the only one on the planet.  It is hard to explain the 

social system which exists over there.  I got the feeling they would prefer all questions in 

writing so they could decide which they wish to answer tomorrow. 

 

In all fairness, I am sure they were schooled in the many areas that were off limits to 

discussion.  At one point, I inquired about the manufacture of the dual clutch 7 speed gear box 

and was told he could not say; however, he pointed to the logo, which I spotted as 

óGRAZINOô.  Quite James Bond ï you know. 

 

We left the show after 2 full days and I passed my cards to any McLaren guy that would 

accept it.  During the show, I figured out that supply would never keep up with demand and 

that if I was to get one, I would have to step up my game.  I was told there would only be 30 

dealers world-wide with 9 or 10 in the U.S. and that I would be contacted after one was 

assigned to me.  There was no time frame on the above.  However, 3 days later, while I was 

bored to death in Paris, I received an email stating that I was assigned to the Dallas dealer, 

Park Place. 

 

Now, I had an urgency to get back to the U.S. and make contact with the Dallas dealer.  I 

managed to have a letter drafted and forwarded to the dealer advising that I was out of the 

country and would contact him shortly upon arrival.  A couple of days later, I took off from 

Braxton on the 460 mile drive to meet the sales manager.  I got to the dealership at 10:00am 

and got out 2 hours later with very little new information.  However, he knew I was serious 

and knew I wasnôt a flipper.  A flipper is one who speculates on making a profit on early 

delivered cars.  I find this concept of making money on cars quite foreign from all of my car 

dealings.  Two months go by and I get an email from the factory for the official first showing 

of car at Pebble Beach during the 2
nd

 week of August.  I get a buddy to go with me and we get 



a private showing with 50+ other people.  Anyway, I see several faces from England and more 

cards are given out. 

 

There was also a Houston showing that I attended and by now I started to recognize several 

people.  Speed forward several months to the present (December 2011) and I received an 

email stating the VIN# of the car and that the car was to be flown to the U.S.  Now itôs getting 

hard to sleep. 

 

My wife and I collected the car at the Dallas 

dealer on Thursday, January 5, 2012.  That is 

seven (7) days short of a two (2) year wait.  We 

came in one day early to complete the 

paperwork and the plan was to drive out the next 

morning.  I was asked how I planned to have the 

car transported.  I said, ñWith my right foot!ò   

 

The G.P.S. was inoperative (which I previously was aware of) and we missed most of the 

verbal instructions to catch Hwy 20 E.  Lost in downtown Dallas in a new car with very little 

ground clearance is no fun.  I was really relieved to make it to Hwy. 20 E.   

 

Now the car has just past 1000 miles on it.  It is everything I hoped for.   I hope you all enjoy 

the write up and pictures. 

   
 

Note:  Before ordering this car, I had purchased the Nissan GT-R.  I thought the McLaren 

certainly could not be significantly faster ï I was wrong! 

 

For more information on McLaren or the car, visit http://youtu.be/PXgs1yCH7LM  

 

 

Mississippi Classic Cruisers is on Facebook! 

 

Mississippi Classic Cruisers has had a Facebook page set up for the club 

for the last few months.  It is listed as "Mississippi Classic Cruisers".  If 

you havenôt been on the page lately, youôve been missing out.  Weôve 

been dropping secret hints on upcoming shows, new sponsors, and 

information on what 2012 is bringing.  Have you been missing out?  The 

page will continuously be updated with new events, photos from cruises 

and shows, and member info. 

http://youtu.be/PXgs1yCH7LM


Pictures from the Racing Vehicle Extravaganza at the Trademart 

 

 
 

For more photos of the Racing Vehicle Extravaganza, visit the MCC Facebook page!  



MCC Membership Dues for 2012 are now due and are prorated as follows: 

If you joined during the below times, please pay the amount shown: 

2004-2010 éééé. $25.00 

Jan-Feb 2011 ééé. $22.00 

Mar-Apr 2011 ééé$18.00 

May-Jun 2011 ééé$12.00 

Jul-Sep 2011 ééé..$ 8.00 

Oct-Dec 2011 ééé Nothing Due 

 

The reason we prorate the dues for those that joined during 2011 is so we can collect from 

everyone in January and do not have to spend time collecting for the rest of the year.  Payment 

as noted above will cover your dues through the end of 2012.  Make your check payable to 

ñMississippi Classic Cruisersò and mail to P.O. Box 592, Madison, MS 39130.  If you have 

questions about your dues, please contact Tammy Thompson at msclassiccruisers@att.net. 

 

 

MCC's 4th Annual Road trip to Vicksburg has been scheduled for March 17, 2012! 

 

Boy have we got a treat in store for you!! We have been working with three die hard car 

guys in the Vicksburg area for us to see their garages for this road trip. These are not your 

typical garages as they contain some of the finest vehicles both foreign and domestic. The first 

stop will include a hemi powered streetrod, big block Corvette and big block Pontiac along 

with several motorcycles. The second stop will include over twenty foreign and domestic cars 

including some you may never have heard about...does the name Gordon Keeble or 

Armstrong Siddeley ring a bell? We will stop for lunch before heading to the third stop. The 

third stop will include a beautiful 1952 Buick Super Estate Wagon and two of the most 

outstanding Ferraris you will ever lay your eyes on. We have put together many garage tours 

over the years but we must tell you, this will be as good as it gets. Make your plans now 

because you won't want to miss this one. We will meet at the Home Depot parking lot in 

Madison at 8:30AM on March 17th and caravan to Vicksburg. Complete driving instructions 

will be issued the morning of the tour. Hope to see you there. See the February and March 

newsletters for more information or contact MCC event organizer Bob Jackman at 601-919-

0291 or robertjackman@msn.com. You'll have a GREAT time!  

 

 

Pictures of MCC Member, James Sisson, Racing His Turbocharged Miata in SCCA 
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